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under certain conditions within five years.   The conditions were:
1 That a republican form of government be set up; that continued
allegiance to the United States be guaranteed; that free religion be
guaranteed; that a bill of rights be provided; that this Nation shall
have the right of intervention to preserve the new Government to
be set up or to protect American property; that the United States
shall control Philippine foreign relations; that all acts passed by the
new Philippine Legislature shall be reported to the United States
Congress; and that a public school system conducted primarily in
English be maintained.3  When all these conditions are taken into
consideration it may be questioned whether the House Committee
and the Philippine Mission defined independence in the same terms.
This Bill was passed by the House of Representatives on the 4th
April, 1932, after a debate lasting no longer than forty minutes—
306 votes being cast in its favour and 47 against. There can have been
few other cases in which the representatives of a country decided so
quickly and so easily as this to part with an empire; but, as The
Manchester Guardian pointed out, this favourable vote 'was not
primarily owing to Liberalism among the members. It was the result
of  pressure  from  American  commercial groups  which'  wanted
6Philippine products to be put outside the American tariff wall.'1
In its final form this Bill authorized the Filipinos to constitute forth-
with a Government which would remain in existence pending the
attainment of complete independence and which would be autono-
mous subject only to safeguards for the sovereignty and responsibility
of the United States.  During this period certain imports into the
United States were to be limited and an immigration quota of fifty
Filipinos a year was fixed. In eight years American sovereignty was
to be withdrawn and the complete independence of the Islands was
to be recognized, though the United States was to reserve the right
of retaining military and naval bases.
On the day on which this Bill was passed there was published a
letter, dated the 15th February, 1932, from the hand of Mr. Stimson,
the Secretary of State. The writer expressed particular interest in
the effect of independence on foreign relations. * Whether we yet
realize it or not, we are already a great Pacific Power/ he wrote,
'and as such will sustain a constantly increasing interest in the
affairs of the Pacific.' The Americans, lie recalled, had tried to
establish among an Oriental people the practices of Western economic
and social development and the principles of political democracy.
'The Philippines to-day', he went on, 'represent an islet of growing
1 The Manchester Guardian, 7th April, 1932.

